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STATE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—REPORT ON THE PAS. 

TORAL AND DAIRYING INDUSTRIES, 1923-24. 
A REVIEW of the recently collected statistical details of the strength 
of the State’s flocks and herds as at June 30th last, or thereabouts, 
and the pastoral and dairying production for the year ended on the 
same date, indicates that these industries as a whole are in a fairly 
satisfactory condition. The decrease of 12,539 in the cattle herds 
is set off by an increase of 291,742 in the sheep flocks. Evidently 
a strong effort was made to substantially increase the sheep flocks, 
for the number of ewes mated, 2,572,716, is the greatest recorded 
hitherto. Considerably less sheep were slaughtered during the 
year, the loss being made good by a heavier slaughtering of cattle. 
The milk cows maintained their numbers, though there was a decrease 
of 2,573 in heifers. The butter and cheese output was considerably 
increased. Throughout this report the figures appearing in paren- 
theses, unless otherwise stated, are those for 1922-23, inserted for 
comparative purposes. 


STRENGTH OF FLOCKs. 
Cattle.—413,272 (425,811) ; 
136,438 (135,450) of these were dairy cows either in milk or dry at 


the time of collection, and 32,339 (34,912) were heifers over 1 year | 


and under 2 years of age. 


Horses.—258,489 (264,150); decrease 5,661, or 2-14 per cent. 
Of this number 84,123 (85,636) were described as light, and 173,121 
(177,076) as draught horses, and entire horses over 2 years old 
numbered 1,245 (1,438). 

Sheep.—6,596,875 (6,305,133) ; increase 291,742, or 4-63 per cent. 
These figures include the effective winter lambing results to tho 
time of tailing. Of this total the number of ewes was reported t 5 
be 2,975,240 (2,794,274). The flocks within counties increased in 
the Central Division by 92,160, Lower North 97,200, Upper North 
87,452, South-East 14,357, Western 10,796, and Murray Mallee by 
5,321. In the outside pastoral areas the net decrease was 15,544. 

Pigs.—73,414 (75,520) ; decrease 2,106, or 2:79 per cent. ; 104,393 
(118,765) pigs were slaughtered during the year, of which 61,218 
(60,525) were for bacon and ham. 

Goats.—7,596 (8,765) ; decrease, 1,169. The Angora goats, mostly 
half-bred, numbered 942; 172 Angora goats were reported to have 
been shorn, and 500lbs. of mohair obtained. 

Other Stock.—Camels, 3,207 (2,852); mules, 810 (901) 
3,360 (3,897) ; and ostriches, 611 (624). 59g 

The following summary shows the numbers of stock within counties 
and in the outside pastoral areas, with the increase or decrease over 
last year. 


donkeys, 


Sheep. 
Locality. Cattle. | Horses. 
Total. Ewes. 

Within counties ....... | 283,177 234,705 | 5,645,232 | 2,437,569 

Increase or decrease... | —11,949 | —5,460 | 4-307,286 | +-177,715 | 

| = 

Outside country ....... 130,095 23,784 951,643 537,671 

Increase or decrease... —590 —201 | —15,544 | 43,251 
Grand totale 413,272 | 258,489 | 6,596,875 | 2,975,240 

Increase or decrease.. | —12,539 | —5,661 | +-291,742 | +180,966 


| 


decrease 12,539, or 2-94 per cent. ; | 


LAMBING. 

The lambing generally was satisfactory; 2,572,716 (2,414,221) 
ewes were mated, and 1,601,039 (1,395,278) lambs were marked, the 
effective drop to time of marking averaging 62-23 (57:79) per cent. 
Within counties 1,362,356 (1,192,212) lambs were marked, averaging 
63-90 (61-11) per cent., and in the outside pastoral country 238,683 
(203,066) were marked, giving an average of 54-15 (43-84) per cent. 


IMPORTS AND Exports oF LIVESTOCK. 
(Excluding interstate trade by sea—No record.) 


Year ended June 30th.—The imports of sheep exceeded the exports. 
by 90,646 and cattle by 21,965. 

During the last five years the imports of sheep in excess of exports 
has averaged annually 62,038 and cattle 29,120. The following are 
the details — 


Sheep. Cattle. 

Year ended 
June 30th— ai i 
Imports. +} Exports. Imports. | Exports. 
SPAM eS Gite 214,191 | 125,503 40,090 6,925 
SV OAWR IB Ae Sees oo NE 357,014 188,515 34,634 | 9,397 
1923224 ac esc cee 229,193 | 138,547 45,949 | 23,984 
7 | —_ 4 = 
Total 5 years 1,332,852 | 1,022,660 223,525 77,924. 


SLAUGHTERING. ; 

During the year ended June 30th last the slaughterings were— 
Sheep and Lambs, 956,140 (1,290,669), decrease 334,529; the 
slaughterings for export being 31,514 against 182,702 for the previous 
season. Cattle, 140,979 (127,294), increase 13,685. Pigs, 104,393 
(118,765), decrease 14,372. 

Morvrarity, 

In comparison with the previous season the reported losses of 
livestock from dogs and foxes, drought, natural causes, &c., were 
as follows — 

Cattle, 16,083 (14,793); horses, 9,658 (8,089); sheep and lambs, 
310,464 (291,872). 

DatRyYING. 

The dairying industry during the previous season made substantial 
headway, and the results of last season indicate that the advance 
then made has been continued. The herds now number 168,777 
(170,362), a decrease of 1.585. The number of cows in milk and dry 
at the time of collecting were 136,438 (135,450), and heifers 32,339 
(34,912). 


The production of butter and cheese establishes new records, 
the quantities being butter 17,174,962 (14,646,632) Ibs. and cheese 
3,679,556 (3,261,565) Ibs. 


The production of bacon and ham was 5,070,144 (5,002,199) lbs., 
increase 67,945lbs. 


The average yearly market prices for dairy produce were—Butter 
(factory), Is. 64d. (1s. 84d.) ; cheese, 1s. 04d. (10d.); bacon, Is. 4d. 
(Is. 1jd.); and ham ls. 6d. (1s. 5d.) per Ib. 


The estimated value of all dairy products (butter, cheese, bacon, 
ham, pork, &c., and ;milk consumed as such) was £2,310,195 
(£1,979,465), an increase of £330,730. The oversea exports of butter 
were 3,031,612 (3,185,346) Ibs. valued at £223,255 (£268,223), or 
18d. (20d.) per lb. In addition 258,647 (342,380) Ibs. of cheese, 
valued at £10,243 (£13,299) were exported to oversea countries. 


Five Years’ Dairying Propucrion. 


Item 1919-20, 1922-23. | 1993-24. | ae 
rs 7 Years. 
Day. stock— ’ ioe ie 
VEDA RV.CATSis oie No 106,982 135,45 : 5 
‘ eth ,982 5,450 136,438 125,492 
Beit Ho on somaen ease No. 30,885 34,912 32,339 33.518 
cH Ono. Chars eiorns eens lbs. 9,810,335 14,646,632 \1 7,174,962 | 13,618,961 
ae ia FLO OMe Ban Ibs. | 2,540,183 3,261,565 | 3,679,556 2,935,680 
Pigs ki ed (total) Speen No.| 103,778 | 118,765 | 104,393 | 100,962 
Bacon and ham. ........ Ibs. 5,810,616  5,002}199 | 5,070,144 5,028/951 
ee abersy Satecars yond £ | 1,706,624 | 1,979,465 | 2,310,195 2 033.713 
utter exports ......... Ibs. | 2,401,224 | 3,185,346 | 3.031.612 | 3.237231 
Butter exports ..... value, £ 182.299, 268293 | "223'255| 271272 
Butter exports. . value per lb. 1/6 1/8 "1/6 ~ ye 
eo Sage” i 
Minkinc Macurnes. 
The use of machines for milking is being widely extended. 


Advices received indicate 224 being used, made up as follows — 
66 milking 2 cows, 73 milking 3 cows, 64 milking 4 cows, 7 milking 
5 cows, and 14 milking 6 cows. ; 


REGISTRATION OF BULLS. 


Under the Dairy Cattle Improvement Act, 1921, 5,051 bulls were 
registered during year. Total fees received—£2,503. 


The amount 
at credit of the Fund at June 30th, 1924, was £4,613. 


Market PRICES OF STOCK, 

Increases are noted in the average market prices of cattle, sheep- 
and pigs, the yearly average for prime bullocks rising from £14 9s- 
in 1922-23 to £16 9s. 6d. in 1923-24 ; prime cows, £8 19s. to £10 15s. 5 
prime Merino wethers, £1 17s. to £2 9s. 3d. ; prime crossbred wethers- 


| £1 11s. 9d. to £2 7s. 3d.; baconers, £4 to £5 6s. 3d.; and porkers, 


£2 9s. to £3 11s. 6d. : 

A better understanding of the position will be obtained from the 
following summary showing the averages for each six-monthly period 
in contrast with the annual averages — 


Stock Prices. 


Sheep (Prime Wethers). Pigs. 
Period, Bullocks. 
Prime. 
Merino. Crossbred. | Baconers. | Porkers. 
£& 3s. d. Bos) aA) CS ; Bh Gh S. a. 
July-December 2 | rg eee 5 | 
ODO sri she hares 13e LO! 16 ialSeeG 1G Gh| ee ONG: DA an 
January-June, 
NODS ica ee ATRL OP Ge 2M ity) By aly (0) ail. 4) 
July-December. | 
MODS Bacco LBELSS Oi) PA. . fy 9G} PA, 84 (0) 5 4 3 By 3 
January-June, | 
MODAN ain: ba 3) Sai ALB 10) ay Abe 10) iy Hehe tO SY ales 0) 
Year 1922-23 .. 14 9 O Wake (0) ih ah 49) ZO ee OU 2a oom 
Year 1923-24 .. IG} 1) (hI) BAG) 8) Ze 3 i (eB SeLaG 


W. L. Jounston, Government Statist. 
Statistical Department, Adelaide, December 9th, 1924. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA.—LIVESTOCK STATISTICs. 
Return showing the number of Cattle, Horses, Sheep, and Pigs in each County and Division of the State for the year 1923-24 in comparison 


with the year 1922-23. 


Cattle. | 
a = =a Horses, Sheep and Lambs. Pigs, 
County and Division. | Total. Dairying. 
| 
| 1922-23. | 1923-24. | 1922-23. | 1923-24. | 1922-23. 1923-24, 1922-23. 1923-24, | 1922-23. | 1923-94 
| No. No. No. No. ! No. No. No. No. No. No, 
I. CENTRAL DIVISloN— | : | 
IA LOTRIM GI See ntertzs chanors cists eoei foisveleieees es: ill ome 35,195 31,052 27,412 | 24.880 24,665 20,903 141,896 140,789 15,293 12,060 
CAaTMATVON = wiac.cilecs Sire cle cioieioteieeis arorshec 870 925 5a 544 ily (2 1,180 | 44,765 51,770 250 137 
Biyihegecmivon tata wen <h cnet cman ns spiced 8,165 8,029 4.824 5,479 57 5,488 | 123,607 133,389 2,005 2,063 
FergussONn ...-...---22 ee eee eee eee eee 9,301 | 8,954 5,553 5,395 14,855 14,508 154,127 183,616 2,253 2 356 
Galerie tis cn kis kG Sek oe Meee ioe 10,984 | 10,744 7,345 7,498 11,557 11,520 106,567 115,992 | 3,684 4,054 
LEGTIG Goren ost ony cs ACO SO bELae oc Coe nS 16,183 16,602 11,395 11,304 6,027 5.815 182,022 193,655 5,328 5,568 
LEON Se ont cope eo Roan aoe eC OD OL 14,262 13,716 10,235 9,775 13,176 12,824 110,948 116,796 4,620 4,218 
ASGUITGE octesraus eee: cushic P distse mlanefarehcrella, ote Oils wetlanees 14,469 IB EFA 9,241 9,229 6,985 6,446 211,607 231,692 3,509 2,985 
Il, Lower NortH Diviston— 
UU es tes ate mabe knsisecvandtnss se aeP eos. « 4.806 4.430 2.571 2.305 3,458 3,474 246,728 242,988 633 482 
IDA Dene ee HEE ain Bees ey eee 9,894 9,916 6,408 6,425 18,541 18,668 151,119 190,253 3 alli 3) 3,687 
Kimberleytnc cate ete eer tee 2,544 2.096 1,192 1,093 1,433 1,261 142,892 122,928 243 201 
WitaMleVsicntvacstiss use ese nects Matec aed 12,240 11,632 8,120 8,291 18,006 17,999 246,237 291,228 4,047 3,979 
WilC COLLATE cine tice Andante tienen ao Ce 14,665 13,383 8.225 8,166 16,494 16,029 238,956 275,730: 3,776 4,687 
TIT. UpPER NortH DIVISION— 
Blxchtordime, qemcmn crete rica wrotarett aca chs e 2.905 2 880 518 564 900 928 65,649 70,683 209 180 
DalhOusieseew a hor ete ene asic es 11,090 9.624 6,684 6,395 6,967 6.748 171.632 202,114 1,715 1,573 
DOT Va aatae cncrsratl oir eeat othe mee iets ieee 54 54 10 10 88 88 | 21,050 22,114 — = 
LOMO) ae ool cee ae eee aie ce eee 13,311 12.372 7,045 | 6,944 9,790 9,558 194,811 221,078 2.156 2,149 
(Gramwille Wess cvcre sc sc ates ho sieteme eee eet stage 4,613 3,198 1,287 | 1,257 1,193 1,120 120,532 131,309 , 216 207 
SERN CodusoorascenaansrdoasouenAar s2 3,856 2,087 515 | 516 993 1,013 89,168 104,633 247 163 
INGA cog Goode So mn A AD AU oAAOMaOAL 3,687 3,579 1,364 | 1,212 1,296 1.175 130,357 116,173 161 137 
MGV EOMy see cee cts lars distnscec abner ane 1,264 1,409 29 104 161 160 62,389 69,752 -- = 
INO WGASELE, basis iiereva Socte ey ols bisis oie srece Se 6,679 5,407 1,785 1,642 1,814 1.617 85,085 95,521 432 300 
TNO auld a oe Sabo oe oP aces ot OF 3,210 3,327 96 47 346 417 76,639 71,387 12 6 
TV. SOUTH-EASTERN DIVISION— 
IBEW CNINE SS. erdutng asad omeuee aes 1,869 1,860 1,279 | 1,309 2 872 2 848 150,476 154,903 362 301 
Gardwellnee: oir siatoee. wien cei an ace 1,475 825 305 27 610 584 20,096 20,766 97 140 
(TCV aeccr esis fade este onee rar c aaron Mans Arce Pa he erasers 35,682 40.936 16,838 18,213 9,785 10,506 440,755 478,448 8,173 8,965 
MacDonnell ye citexreeeiscm ccc ore eae 1,800 1,593 897 849 1,708 1,575 167,640 178,697 236 136 
TROD ER te catch olor iae Noeaerere 5,085 4.468 2.575 2.385 3,474 3,056 345,852 306,362 362 285 
V. WESTERN DIVISION— | | 
WOSANGUME tit cterscae ier aietcreas, sree emma peters 137 83 10 30 123 50 46,329 | 40,593 6 5 
1240-410) Jy peer ere e eeeeI ood Omer 914 618 302 358 1,668 1,885 4,312 7,139 191 231 
DUNN soadbaigodouneus tab sobodaed no0r 320 297 171 179 1,439 1,500 11,620 12,979 171 205 
LTCC Seis cksrsicts enchants ore vactitiatat seenteLs emecnige Berea 3,278 2,267 1,978 4,634 4,331 158,269 166,857 607 766 
La GOTAKOING Oro AEMOR OM Oo aay Settee rte SUD 298 190 183 686 718 32,292 39,432 102 97 
SIMO, a oe lon Sao Aon Sud min commen aaee 3,708 3,182 2175 1.900. | 5,717 5,810 70.925 92.961 | 582 678 
IBAMCORE Mercy) octet yee oat ane siskeeponserane 407 334 235 221 | 1,003 1,077 26,873 | 26,310 166 143 
MUO REUUINGE PH ve fore tokanckelcve ae sevee csceeeel steers) ore arene 689 692 | 460 444 1,964 2,239 2,215 5,516 346 246 
WEMGIGRKI? &oAneoa se beas HeGbes Goeth tor 943 1,048 | 211 136 | 536 398 | 104.481 | 70,376 75 59 
MU GENG pa blond Adopnad Hehe hameeees die 1,321 1,272 713 689 | 2,165 2,141 158,300 | 159,780 207 199 
RODIN OD ars tye ere eee eee eee 1,426 1,338 896 844 | 3,886 3,902 | 106,065 | 111,866 625 429 
MVC Se ctoctedacia porrinc 5c 6 OD Ome aan 917 913 549 566 | 2,578 2.519 | 21,961 | 23,229 541 459. 
0) d nn no Un Ome OR ROL co oclg BHO An 832 919 80 154 | 227 219 | 17,380 14,780 UE 31 
VI. MurrRAY MALLEE DIvIston— | 
7 OY aS Te choses ioe cae Roe ote »,148 5,168 3,123 3,260 6,250 6.394 38,576 38,938 1,657 1,443 
PATEL GIS arate tere ev onerate er Ceaiissni Seas eat coe ts »,064 5,163 2,740 2,680 7,156 7,321 54,880 | 44,907 27180 2,415 
TBUCCISUCh a eee seen Nee nate ese 2626 27492 1.745 1804) 4263 4.396 14805 | 21664 1,047 1,012 
Ghand6s arp eee ree ree eee 3,164 3,280 1,840 2.164 6,118 6,162 36,188 ; 38,179 1.075 1,282 
Isle Genomens on.qoe and omabeoe ue be te 733 872 499 592 | 2,021 2,062 | 26.042 37,621 210 208 
TRACTS ple Sta boiaaigin 5) Rises eye oem nies As 11,835 12,177 6,901 7,622 3,090 3,548 98.560 100,408 2252 2,363 
OUN enya eee 698 489 252 188 558 525 64.271 56.926 | 93 63 
— — — — = = _ | : 
| ‘ | 
SUMMARY. | | 
CENDRATUDIVISUON oS. aratnete selene svesiefe- cate avers 109,429 | 103,743 76,537 74,104 84,154 78,684 1,075,539 | 1,167,699 , 36,942 33,441 
LOWER NORTH DIVISION ................... 44,149 | 41,457 | 26,516 | 26280| 57,932 | 57,431 | 1,025,932 | 1,123,132 11,874 | 13,036 
Upper NORTH DIVISION ......-....2.+25-06 50,669 | 44,387 19,333 | 18,691 | 23,548 22,824 | 1,017°312 | 1,104,764 5,148} 4,715 
SOUTH-EASTERN DIVISION .............0:-5. 45,911 | 49,682 ; 21,894 | 22,883 | 18,449| 18569) 1.124819 | 1,139,176 9,230 | 9,827 
WESTERN EDIVASTON  cnieysce civectryase iss ots ve aas 15,700 | 14,267 | 8,259 7,682 26,626 26,789 761,022 771,818 3,630 3,548 
MURRAY: SMEAR DTVISTONG: « sc.s «5-5 e = cmctele 29,268 29,641 17,100 | 18,310 29,456 30,408 333,322 338,643 8,514 8,786 
} | t | 
| | | | " 
Total COUNGIES aes <-attrvern erent heyeertelo weet seyete 295,126 | 283,177 | 169,639 | 167,950 | 240,165 | 234,705 | 5,837,946 | 5,645,282 75,338 73,353 
Outside counties .........00..ss000000e- 130,685 | 130,095 723 827 | 23,985 | 23'784 | 967,187 | 951,648 182 6 
| | 
Granditotallof Stateeccemume eo oeeeer eee 425,811 | 413,272 | 170,362 | 168,777 | 264,150 | 258,489 | 6,305,133 | 6,596,875 75,520 73,414 
Imncreaseior decrease irer-\ier cise ere | —12,539 — —1,585 — —5,661 | = |+ 291,742 = —2,106 


Statistical Department, Adelaide, December 9th, 1924. 


W. L; JOHNSTON, Government Statist. 


